Annual Reports of the Women'’s Missionary Society

From Microfilm reels. Excerpts and print-outs.

Cite:

The Presbyterian Church in Canada Archives, “First Annual Report of the Women’s
Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church in Canada” (1914), page number, reel
number. [Section headings and sub-headings not required).

Terminology:

Mission Bands are fund-raising organizations for the missions. It seems that theyarea
younger age group than the Boys’ Christian Service Brigade. {One report mentions children
aged 6-9; another mentions ‘older boys’)

Glad Tidings is church periodical.

Happy Childhood is periodical for children.

Note that the reports on the Chinese in Canada include reports from all areas where the
WMS (WD) operates. Many of these little area sub-headings include mention of the
women missionaries travelling from their home base (eg. Brockville, in particular) to
outlying towns. This work is general mission work and seems to be mostly among Chinese
women, not white wives of Chinese men, so it does not look all that useful.

Reel # 1 of 6 covers 1914-1921

Reel # 2 of 6 covers 1922-1930

Reel # 3 covers 1931, 1934-1942

1932 and 1933 are not available on microfilm (Bob Anger, archivist, will work to
correct this at some point)

Reel # 4 of 6 covers 1943-1954

Reel # 5 of 6 1955-1966

Reel #6 0of 6 1967-1979

Note: These reels contain notes on Miss Mary Murray, who visited hospitals and the
Mercer Reformatory. As per Elise’s instructions, | have made a note of any mention of
Murray and her activities. 1 decided to keep everthing filed chronologically, rather than
separating references to Murray, but excerpts or printed pages with references to Murray
have a pink tape flag to help find them quickly.

Reports become much shorter after 1948.

LTS



1914 “First Annual Report of the Women's Missionary Society of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada”

Printed the section on “The Department of the Stranger” pp 47-50 as this introduces the
goals of this department and includes a first notice of the work of Miss Murray.

Printed “Report of Work Among the Chinese in Canada” pp 111-113.
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Social life has been provided, suitable et ployment secured, injustices removed
and comfort provided in loneliness, sickness, and death. Martiy are brought
into membership in the church, and not a few are pow mothers in Christian
homes. ‘Toronto, alone, has upwards of five hundred members ‘of these
bible classes. This 'year the Women's Missionary. Society is secking ihe
Presbyterian-stranger in the public hospitals [romn the Atlantic to the Pacific.
‘These institutions are in abonut three hundred cities and towns.. Ontario has
seventy thousand, and Manitoba thirty thousand patients animally, - Ex-
petience is showing that most of the Presbyterians in the publi¢c wards are
not attached to any church; most are away from home, most have been com-
municants or are the baptized children of communicants and many would gladly
return to the chureh of their fathers., When the patient leaves the hospital,
he can be visited wherever he may go.. Here again will be found the un-
recorded gift of clothing or nourishment, suitable.employment, Christinn
syr{np?thy. Many of the life stories which are given are too sacred for public
recital. ’ - . . :

Throughout the whole work the stranger is iindividualized, and the church : s bt oD thie province. - ) e :
i seeks to bting him into personal relationship with Jesus, believing in the power each of the s“‘ty'ql.gt.llllgiﬂ??;ﬂspﬂw}lngal report, although good united work
ihe of the Holy Spirit in the individual life to reveal the complete Christ. The . From Alhgrtaﬁd nton Presbytery. . . .

L _approach is missionary. The Presbyterian Church, while anxious to serve 4% - has beey done in .m?jer Mrs. Geo. Bayne, of Moose Jaw, is the most w’:lb-
: all, emphasizes the value of definiteness, and the influence of antecedents,inr © » Saskatchewan, ung th one hundred and ten secretaries to date ready
church and family life. . In the contact with the individual jimmigrant the ‘ e
members of the church are unconscioysly learning that the *problems of
B Ul immigration”’ ere equally -in the immigrant and in our -aititide to him.
LR Thus are we coming nearer to solutions of some of these ‘problems.”. In
i ) receiving the stranger in His name the Church is findinig anew Christ Himself, -

The past year in the women's department has been one of re-organization e secretaries. - terial
following the union of the three societies, and a word of appreciation is dute to ComPl'-’-t"- Préshy m?'tal visiting. Omne Presbyte
those Provincial and Preshyterial secretaries who haye persistently followed particularly in hosp! : . work
up the work in the face of great difficulties, without a united annual report ployees on farms. cial, in its two, Presbyteries, has taken hold of the ;vdor_‘
from which to secure the exact number of Auxiliaries with which to deal. .. Quebec provin may expect an interesting report next year. e it
In many cases there have been newly appointed officers following elections with a will, and ";'F uegec City, is in charge. .
which did not take place until the late fafl or early winter, and to many dougall Wilson, 0 Qu l .
societies the work has been an entirely new departiure, Miss Jeanie D). King

In September, a circular wag sent_out explaining the nature of the de- . L. inin, Rev. John Chisholm, at the
partment. ‘This was followed in November with another outlining ‘the ! ey the fact thaf sevi
duties of secretaries in Auxiliaries, Presbyterials, and Provincial Sociefies. ol el
‘These appear in the ‘ Messenger” of October and December. As infor-
mation of the appointment of secretaries reached . the head office, hooks of
blank forms for the reporting of removals were. [orwarded. in . February
a request was sent out that our secretaries should seek the Presbyterian
strangers in_the public hospitals and to this there has been a synipathetic
response, The visitors are finding many. who do not seem to know the A B C
of the Gospel, and who are unprepared for the life heyond the grave—This in
a Christian land, ) ) : :

Following a letter in the Scottish papers by a member of the Assembly’s-
Board of Home Missions, requests have reached us to locate and visit the
sons and daughters of Scottish homes. So far in every case these visits have
met with success.” The Scottish Mothers' Union has also been in correspond-
ence with the cominittee, and our department has offered to visit the members
of the unjon or their families who have come to Canada. We trust that
by co-operation with the churches and societies in the Old Land we may
successfully locate many whose addresses have been lost during the period of
settlément, : . .

Immigration fell off almost entirely after the declaration of waf, bence
the total number of visits reported is about one-half of last year. There }s,
hewever, 2 matked improvement in the number of removald réported to the
hesd officé. These are intensely interesting, uriending in variéty, =nd cover
a wide ares, There are young people goirig to school of business, soldiers to
the front, families t6 horiedteads or new towns, sick returning from hospitals,
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the Strb.n N - ‘ . . .

the Strangers’ Secretaties of the different Auxliaries.” Miss Murray b
the secretaries to'do s ing.amorg. the patients in their homes and ﬂ’;fﬁ' o
in conneition with Ouf-u:ﬁz;"l work,  Very few of those met i this wael_pt_:d
Furdsrers Tome Mo S it Eh Aty e some of
C ve Tdy § lntimale kEnowie 'S : g : .. ! -
somis of the ~loor o o 8reat help o ber. et Ho foo jnd and her | Report of Jewish Work for 1914
k?:;:iharf iicﬁ?:ﬁa“gf ii th%.OId" Q!d Story, %&::l iiﬁli?ﬂlgv;gy{;ng;éngﬁ;'?}lld Itis a t;our fold cord: which draws oir, Je 15]1 br'ethre.n to the roission
, has brought comfort, in clothing, notrishment, go('):i house on Elizabeth Street;-and which our workers there strive to weave into
. the web of lif¢“as it comes and-goes, - : S
medical, educational and supply work.

i

literature, posta, 4
iy ge and ;
companionship. stationery, suitable employment, and Christian & The. strand ot
) — T e e stfahds are evangelstic, dice catia ;
i ’ : % This last intlud’es_mueh- that begins within the mission and reaches-out--a
. - Miss- Margaret M. Allan - S chain of helpful influence, of material help rendered—to the homes iz which
For the summer months of 19 Co = sore nieed “inEkes-its-frequent-appeal. | - s .
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who through it, we hope, inay also receive a- vis
and bealing in clinics, and in the homes of distress and poverty, these are .
#mong the efforts which refuse to he tabulated, theicrecord is in higher hands
than ours. . . . Y i

So, to some extent, ishit with results, We know of increased attendance
at meetings, of a wider intetest in the truth taught, of one and anéther broiight
““into marveflous light,”” but the blessings received in-mind, body and estate,

by those whom our mission touches, we can‘not measure nor estiinate. What - .
d-subisequent-care .-
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Miss Coutie ha;,l Oé v vi ospitals on of their little ones sale and comfortable, is of great and lasting ‘importance, - &
comers before han ding ;SO?EI ly visited between four and five hnudred not only. to the individuals concerned, but also to the commiunity, -makitig -3
Often this has meant j n their names to the secretaries in the Auxili new possible, as it does, the growing up of healthy, vigorous childrén, who might ok
Journeys beyond roads in the deep snow I:;I}:z:;n::' otherwise have been weaklings. | ﬁ
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is responsible, in whole or in part, for the salatiés of thiee’
R auodiesaiid fora definite sum towards-the main- o -
nce’ of otler work” unglertaken. ;The.aghedlUlEy Tarey chomember of the =
staff.are arraiged: by the husy &nd eénergetic “supiftendent, "Ry Pl o1
. Rohold,. Of the migsionarjes who give all_their fima there-are-Mr. Bregman, ==
Mrs. B, Kandel, Miss Maigaret Burt. {a trained nurse), Miss D, MeDouald, .
and Miss Annie Miller. .~ Another nurse, Miss Mitchell,and a band of fifty v
workers give voluritaryservice; ag-do-also sixmedical doctors, - - < Ll
~ Some work is shared in by all. the reginar-memibers of the staff, as,for .~ -
instafice, the hoiise-to house visitation. ' One: hundred and thirty homes are -
on the list which is divided among-the ‘teacherd.. ~There are visits made to” -
hospiitals also, and efforts to secure.work for the unémployed. Special duties
comme to gome. - Mis: Kandel, through’ her knowledge of Viddish, serves as
-All have ashafein teaching and in evangelistic

b
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.wmmen,w wlclli :}ii tt}l::yw;:;&:r; [{c;t; 'thi'x least to the g:e:toess[:lt:ixsdt?lféei'm
S - - - - u i }
whooe strenpth aléne they can look forels:m:c‘;g& to our Heavenly g G

_"Go oit into the high
My house may be lied o 7® 2nd bedges and compel them (o come in that

AN i

Mxs.
( JS(:SEPH }“').ETHEL WEST, 'intelt;pre‘t{egﬁfor thle_doctors. ing and lo eva :
rangers’ Sec . work -Wwhich involvés many roectings,, song:services, etes, for-old and young, S |

retary of the Executive Board. O iy and week days. Of these Mr. Rohold in his last report thus niotos.. . o

suthe ‘encoliraging features, i1t has been'a record year:in the attendance of | "N

molhiers;. . The Jéwesses, as a whole, are rather reticont ahout gpeaking in. b

pubiie, becauge they have no share in the Synagogue services; so it is hard for & “E

them:to confess. their {aith in Christ openly,.even when they are .gure of ..~ ]

salvation; but-of ldte the change has been most: remarkable.’’ - A P 1

< At.out public testituony “‘meetings woinen stand up and confess their. Ty

faith.in Christi We.have had '_‘rhrea_such._im‘tan‘c—as—&uﬂng the lhst few weeks, = - &

We have had:the joy of admilting into our little Hebrew Chirlstian cengre-

gation -nineteen: Jewn, while nine others united on profession of thedr faith

ot by baptism, Men: and  wouden awho before had bated the very name of §

|

Jesus Have learned ot only 1o-love Him hut to. be rendy -to.suffer for Hix

aake,”
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China. -After the new year we trust the country may be quieter, and so render
the extension gf the work pessible,..... - "o 7 Do
" -The Biblé. Women .have done faithfill work amongst patients in dis-

- pensary and hospital, and both nurses and doctof have:given the Gospel Mess-
age. . B ) e E - N

-‘::Repbl-:f " of Wdrk Among the_,;__Chi_ne'se in

The year is pé.sf mth -i'ts'_’wéfk, its mis'tak'es,' it:,é. short =ctm:nings;, ;Wé lock

forward to the coming year praying that we may be more faitbful, more ¢ Canada
acceptable to j(mr Lérd agd.}dgstef..j ‘ : ‘ - v ANC OUV

: Sfatibﬁcal

) ' . » . l-"'Lady"Mis._sisij;gﬁES' ‘ -
Dispensary Patients............ el vl 1,857 . ‘Miss Elizabeth Stuart—Miss Minnje A. Pyke
In-Patients. ......... .. ................... R : : S . i

..... A D - - : - Misg Elizabeth Stuart.—The year hag passed Very quickly and has heen
: a very busy onme. At the mission:the work has. increased steadily. .The
evening -school was kept open. all -throtgh the summer. with:.g very steéady .
attendance; since then the number has scarcely gone below.70. T
Early i the yéar the Chifiesé ‘Cliristian:inen formed 2 Y. M. C. A, for
thie purpose of trying in every way'to improve themselves. . From 8 to § pm.
they. take up English branches such as spelling, reading and.composition and
much iﬁferest;hasbeen;show_n_. At 9 o'clock the night school is-dismissed and .
those wishing to study Chinese remain and spend an:hour with &-good.teacher
trying to improve themselves ig their own Janguage.: Every” Wednesday
evening they study Mandarin under Miss Pyke’s direction, and it is wonideifual
to see the interest they take :in the study of another, -dialect ‘of .their own .
latiguage.- Miss Pyke has accomplished wonders with. the music.and singing
and the boys did some splendid singing at our Christmas entertdinment and .
three boys:played the orgai. =N . s T N
- About the énd of October Rev. Mr. Ngg met with an accident and was.in
the Hospital for.many weeks and-all that time thie Christian men .kept ‘the
work .up with great earnestness and skill. - “Many of the Christian mesi have
had to go-out of the.city to.seek work and others have retursied to China, but- -
‘as of .old when the Christians were scattered the Word was carried :abroad,
Oné ‘old' maini who Jives outside the city and. cannot-always get in-on: Sunday .
told me that hie gathers'in some.of the Chinese.netit his home and-tells them
.- 'Theé Sunday School has made steady though not rapid progress, . Average- ¢
attendanceabout.6b. .. There are two-boys' classes, the older boys are /mostly -
hoys from:our Stand Fast Club. ~‘Thesé classes vary in size from Ffour or five.
to 16 0r:17. ' ‘This js because many of the boys have to Lielp at home orin the”
stores on.Sunday to let-the'tmen off. There.are also men's tlasses.  Thereare -
22 on the roll.of the'elass for the younger riei with an averageaitendance of 15.
- - My boys’ Stand Fast :Club is sinsller this yeat: so many boys have. gone -
away to work but we still stand in'Cod’s finme for the right and do what we .
can:to help others.. - Every communion at Jeast ‘one of its: meinbers hag been
baptised. : 'FHe men in my class in the evening school have done fine work: :
When a man or boy works haid all day and: then studies {rom 8 to 10 pmi. .~
there is good material o which to build a strong.charecter and CE’i’na -

“Tedd e imuget., hat a privilege {o have g = -
hand irt-this building of men toxdo grewt work-iRATIET e Prosk -
. 'On Wednesday afternson is a kindergarted” class.of Tittle boys and girls,
We do:some work first anid-then a Bible stpry in told and they alwaye know v
" just where I left off the preceding Wednesady. “Then Miss Pyke plays'a -
hymn and we sing it over and over to learn it, and theén we repeat together L Y
little prayer before separating. = Soine: ofthese little: onesthave. cartjed the
story of Jegus’ love into their liomes. - - g e S e T
A number of older girls come to.my’ own little hone-on Thursdays to sew.
These aie the girls in w! I am so.muchintercsted. Somie of tiem work all
night in the restaprants and: their lives are very sad. - There are 17 of them .
with whom I am in close touch, others to whom J cannot get so near,” The

. -
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trance they must pass through thé rain hall:to réachoitr: little room. at:the

back, ‘That is one reason why I have my three little roomis nicar the mission: '

Much of the tinde is'given to wsttlng iti.the homes of the womeén and more
homes are opening to us all the time. ~Iiisome homes. we’ visit. regularly,

sometimes teaching a littie Enghsh or, sewing, or . any little thidg which: will

open their hearts to love and so prepare’ the way for the Gospel Message.

Twao young women have told me of their beliefin the Lord Jesus. Oneofthese
died in the hospital ‘on Christmas day; Her story was a very sad one. - We
visit also in the Hospital when Chiriese’ women are there, and in the Detention-

Shed—that, rmserable place where some of -the womeén ‘are kept for.weeks and
even months, - They are always glad to hear a kind word, even though it is

from-strange lips. . Human sympathy’ needs no interpreter. Very: eamestly -

do we ask your prayers in the Master’s great work.

Misg Minnie A. Pyke.—Night School.~~The year was begun by teaching ~ -
one night a week but gradudlly I was able to attend more frequently. The =

classes were continued throughout the. usual summer vacation and more

assistance was given to meet the demand then made and afterwards instruction .

was given each evening. At the request of the members. of the V. M C. A
one evening each week a class in Mandarin was taught.

Music.—Eight boys and one girl were given lessons on the organ or p!ano
Three of the boys who were the first' to receive: mstructlon rendered organ .
solos at the Christmas closing, - Special choruses were - prepared: for this
closing. Hymn singing practice held at the close of the Sabbath School dé. ™
veloped into a daily rally from 6:30 to 7:30, the hour precedmg the mght :

classes, Hymns were learned and sung in English and in Chinese, -

Sabbath School.—Taught a class of young men using the. Intematlona]
lessons, ‘The interesting feature of this was; that followmg the teaching in
easy English, the application of the lessons was given in: Maudann, ‘which
sentence by sentence was translated into Cantoniese by oneé.member:of the

class. The second half of the year I had also a more advanced class in.English’

studying the Gospel of $t. John. ‘T'his was in corninection with the’ newly organ-
ized Chinese school held in First Preshyterian Church hetwéen 4 and 5 o'clock.

Home Visiting!—Regular ipstruction has. been “given in.two Chinese. . ..

" Toinés, ‘Teaching was appreciated and in some measure fruitfal; Visits
made to houses where Cantonese was the only medium’ of. communic¢ation
were of a social nature: Ten missionary nieetings were addressed.

" TORONTO

Lady Missionary

Mrs. John A. MacMillan

As ome seeks Lo record something of .another year's work ameng the
Chinese women, there is the dtﬂire,to state that which, is in; accord ‘with the

record written by Him Who ''seeth not as man seeth.” With Hiin remaingsve

that abone which has been wrought in the power of the Spirii—only thal which

- has been built upon the foundation, * Jésus Lhmt and Hlm crilmﬁed owill

“abide:
o A token of advaucement in the wcrk has heen -the oraﬁmiatmu of a:class

o Sabbath afternoons, | "door” for this was opetied in' Knox Church
and it hegan towdrd the end.of Juoe: : 'The largest, atiendance has'béén eleven
%' Ren--the smallest (o1 a very wet day) twb- -Sometimes there have ‘heen
ay mady little people as grown-ups. . Increased interest is being marifested.
Hymi-s are suny ia Chineve and Er;ghsh New Hymins are being selected by

the wotaen themselves. ‘The majority of those who attend the class have

purehmed theit: owil Chinm: Hymt Bookﬂ Aiverse of: Scﬂpture is memoﬂzed-

mission house is better than our former one but it is not suited for vimmeils [ ' "each Sabbath 'I‘he verse is. chosen wrth reference’to some ptomlse

work, they will not conie where the men are and as.we have no separateen-
- “has beentestablished. ; ‘The returm: of Mr.-Ma Wou, ous fnissionaj
- centre ‘of Tight

" .during thé yeaf:
; gave Himself for the. '

- 1915; will. graduate from: Victoria Umvet's:ty, and: satl (D V) for: Chma in:
- counted-in counectmn with these. homes; and of these, somethmg over.a: tlm'd'.ﬁj

" the hearts of these boys and gitls who are growing up in our midst.

or fundamerital truth-of the Gospel. - .
“Thiough the marriageof one of the’ Chinese glrls i the caty e home

ry, with s

bride, also means. another home; one, which;, with: God’s blessing; will | provea
Jand helpfulness to the work amorig the Chinese wonien’ in
“Toronto, - :Mrs, Ma Wour is one- of three womén who have come from China- =

T1i all, there are’ tlurty—seven womer in the c:ty, and: th1rty-l'our ‘orma :
Of the ‘thre extra wotilen, .one is'a daughter i ode of ‘the homes; anothet; a;
widow -who lives with her brother-in-faw; and ‘the’third, a student whd, i

May, to take iip- teaching in the Provincé of Fikien, in a'statiofi where sheis.:
one of the third “generation of Christians. . Seventy or more childrén can-be

“ean be found in our schidols and SabBath’ Schobls Much prayeris needed hiat:
the truth. of “John IT1,~'‘¥e must bé Born agdin, —be early: impreéssed: upon -

"Apart from the Visits made and the class held on the Loed's Day,: hree -
and’ sometimes- four afternoons a week have heén devoted to' the work:of

 visiting thé:homes of the women, or to-entertaining them id one’s owi Yiome.

- Times of perplexity, sorrow of iliness, also; have proved séasons for strengthen- .
ing'the cords of friendship, and served as extra opportumt:es {of service: &=
We commit the past months to Him Who'is: able to perl'ect and purify:

© the imperfect efforts made.. Anew we seek from Him the gtace of faithiulness.

fo “buy up”’ the pnv:legcs and opportunities which are stoted’in the days.of’
the year that is opening. " Of Him, to Him, and through Hzm are all thmgs i

(Responsnblhty for the direction of mission work among the- Chmese in:
Vancouver how rests upon a session appointed. by the Foreign. Mission Board
int the autumn of 1914, Rev, Robert Duncanson, of our Sofith Chma MlSS!Oﬂ, ).
is Moderator; ]udge Grant is Clerk, and seven men, fepresenting. ‘the seven.:
leading cqngregatlons in Vancouver form the membership.. ~Mr. Ngg Mon

—Hing-is-alsg-one- of -the-session. -‘Fhe.session-reports-to the Presbytery of — -

New : Westhunster. All matters relating to the mission aré now referred to

this session and-are wrider its control subject to the Foreign Mission Board,. "~

Allreports received are encouraging as 1o this mode of administration. -
Tt hias uhified: the work and the irfterest of members of the congregations
representcd on' the session has been enlisted. e

L. E. HENDERSON,
Secretary.
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“The. otper two: know not ‘the One "Who loved- t‘hem “and-
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