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*

Correspondence with Margaret Near about her missionary training courses in San
Francisco

*

Nov 5 1958. Letter, Miss Matthews to Immigration Branch in support of application for
permanent residence for missonary in Toronto, Miss Gee Bun Lee from China.

-

Jul 21 1958. Report from Margaret Near to Frieda Matthews. “Report of the Half-Year
ending June 30, 1958.”

Says that much work is to be done in Toronto

Excerpt : “The Young People’s Society is in need of a thorough rebuilding. They have a
reputation of being “cliquish”, and they have done nothing to bring the China-born young
people out, so they are down to just a handful at their last few meetings. Some of the young
People who come to English classes here, we know go to the Young People’s meeting at the
United Church.”

*

Report from Margaret Near to Frieda Matthews. “Report for the Quarter ending March
31st, 1956.”
Section on white woman and Chinese wife. Photo-copied.

*kE



REPORT FOR THE QUARTER ENDING MARCH 31st; 1956.

This quarter has truly been a blessed one for our werk
emong the Chinese pecple in Toronto. The conpregation has
become a truly Presbyterisn one, snd that in itself will
Frestly strengthen the work, though it will alsoc need much
patience and instruction in Presbyterien weys. In a couple
of cmses there heve been growing peins—~-put it is far better
t0 heve the peins and the growth than no growth at all.

The mttendance hes been fairly good at the Women's
meeoting, averaging sbout 20, with several new members. This
is the poorest seazson for the women turning out sinee the
veather ig so colde There has been quite a bit of sickness
slso. A new exectutive wes elocted with kMrs. E. Ling as Pres-
ident. The visiting committee hes been very zctive, calling
on 811 the ladies of the congregemtion emd those who have
gttdnded the meetinge at scme time. The ladies heve set up a
building fund, looking forward to the day when the congregation
%1ill have a buillding of its own.

The W.M.5« Muxiliary continues to hold its mestings once
g month. The group faces s resl challenge to¢ drew the Englishe-
speaking Chinese into its fellowship. They were pleessed to
have = representative from the Presbyteriel st the last meeting.

Our women were hostesses for the distriet World Day of
Preyer meeting. Tt was a very impressive service wifth ocur own
women, negro and white women teking part. Rev. Doo was the
gpeaker. From time to time it has been the custom of some of
the viomen tc¢ hold e Thaenksgiving Service as & way of thanking
God, their friends, end as sn act of witness. One of the ladies
held one this quarter and I'd like to tell you & blt ebout her.
ihen she came to Canads, her husband was living with e white
girl who afterwards left, only to return. The situstion, of
course, resulted in heertbresk amd troublies , not only for the
woman, but also her sm. But in the midst of this, she became
& Christian, =nd her love for her Saviour has been the new
centre arocund which her life revolves. Her fsith has enabled
her to rebuild herlife and find peece and happiness in so
doinge.

The afternoon classes ik English for the momen continue=
to have a good regponse. Particularly on Fridays when the
Engligh-speaking Chinese teach, there ere many anxious to learn.
(n Tuesday there are an average of five attending.

In the evening the attendence varies. On some Tussdays and
Thursdays there ave been over 30, but the average is ebout 20~25.
Some of the students are very reguler but cthers sre transientp-
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