Cite: Presbyterian Church in Canada, Women’s Missionary Society, Records of the National
Missions Department, Chinese in Canada, “Reports of and correspondence with
deaconesses in Toronto concerning work in Chinese Kindergarten and with Chinese
Church”

File folder: Chinese in Canada-Toronto 1947, Jan - 1955 Dec [File number is 1988-
7004-23-3]

*

Letters regarding resignation of Fay McTavish. These indicate the practice of the WMS
to move people around (although it seems that many people don’t move around), and the
importance of building personal relationships to the work among the Chinese.

*

“Quarterly report for period ending March 31, 1955” submitted by Margaret Near
(Toronto) to Frieda E. Matthews, Executive Director of National Missions.

Excerpt: “I had thought we were making a little progress in integrating the Canadian-
born and the China-born young people but the progress is slow. However there is one
encouraging sign; the young people have been translating the main ideas of the speaker
into Chinese and also reading the Scripture and singing in the two languages.”

*

Letter, Matthews to Margaret Near, January 7 1955.

Excerpt: “We are all concerned over the fact that there is a tension between the
Canadian-born Chinese and those who have been born in China. [ do hope that this
situation can be remedied. We know it will take tact, patience and great understanding and
I trust that the coming of Miss Lee will help to smooth some of these differences over.”

5

Letter from Mrs. Matthews’ secretary to Fay McTavish. Undated, c. mid-November, 1950.
Re: request to try to help a Dutch girl married to a Chinese man. Photo-copied.

*

Letter from Scott, to Mrs. W. A. McLennan, undated but postmarked Strathroy, Ont.
October 30, 1950. Also about the Dutch girl; she is university-educated; class seems to
make her a special case. Photo-copied.



Letters about the arrival of a Miss Kong as a new worker from China - she proved
unsuitable. They were going to find her other work. (More on this in File number 1988-
7004-23-4, in which Miss Kong quits and then avoids Presbyterian missionary people.
Then leaves Toronto to pursue studies in USA. Worked for about 3 years for the WMS first).

A “historical sketch of the Toronto Chinese Young Men’s Christian Institute.”
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Dear ,ra‘y;r
- m.u m ;sm ne %o send - you the

following informatitn. ae. m hu\ to leave the
c.ttyroratew,”“ 31

'ﬂwwhﬁ”u

N '?3 norval Road,.

This young womn eama fv5n Holland and married a
Chinese yvonnz man,  They may have lived in Kincardine
or Winghem -« I am not sure, They had.a reataurant
but recently tha 1&;». ezpirad and they have come to
‘.'L'oronto.
nu. Sﬂuﬂi tm Stmthroy wrote to Mrs.
HoLsnnan to mee &{f momeogns sould get in touch with
Mrs. Lse a5 she e}t Hrs,. Iee would be lonely in

the city. Hu- mm in Xincafiiine or Winghem -
wora uz - bar and ave her two showeirs
betors she Mﬂ ' m msm popular there.

mmm & _,‘bq posa!.blc. !'ay,. for you to get
in touch bith hey. and: perhaps work her into the
activities of ycwr Ohurch? It would certainly bYe -
appreciated. -

Sinﬁerély yours,

. 0ffice Secretary.

Hias Fay Hcrnvishs.
‘624 Spadina Lm,g
rorontso 5. enum v
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