July 24, 2012

320 — 989 Eglinton Avenue West
Toronto, Ontario
MEC 26

Dear Elise,

It's great to hear that your visit to Toronto was fruitful. | hope you had a pleasant visit with your
daughter in Montreal.

in reading the Report on Toronto Chinese by Winston Chao | note his assertion that Chinese men were
deprived of women and family. Canadian women were never considered as possible mates. There’s an
emphasis on those Chinese (possibly a minority) who went hack to China, married and had a family. The
men may not have had that many children overseas but passed persons off as their children called |
think “paper children” or something like that.

The racist policy of enacting laws against white women in a Chinese workplace and restrictive Chinese
immigration law may be considered a form of genocide. The Chinese population in Canada declined
considerably between 1931 and 1955.

Whilst a marriage certificate was generally not refused, Chinese association with white women could be
enforced through other means, e.g. the Vagrancy Act and in my case, the Female Refuges Act. (The
illegal section of the Act was removed in 1859.) A woman innocent of a charge could be held in jail and
declared “suspicious of having a venereal disease.”

Enclosed is report by Dr. Don Zarfas, regarding sterilizations in Ontario. The eugenicists were powerful
and the Ontario Medical Association and | believe The National Council of Women supported passage of
a sterilization act by the federal government. The eugenicists also supported racist policies. Their main
target were prostitutes and immoral women whom they accused of spreading venereal disease. There
were rumours that a Chinese woman could give birth after six months of pregnancy and that venereal
disease in a Chinese man was more virulent.

Much has been said about “men riding the rails” or being in “work camps” during the depression but
nothing is said about unemployed women.

You asked me about the marriage ceremony and | said, “It was something that had to be done.” | recall
saying to Harry, my fiancé, “We’d better get married right away—1 could be arrested again—I"m not
twenty-one years old yet.” (I was 19).

I wish you all the best in a difficuit enterprise.
Sincerely,
D el e «gz DU del s

Velma Demerson



320 - 989 Eglinton Ave. W.
Toronto, ON M6C 2C6

September 13, 2012
Hi Elise,

Received your letter. I am plugging along. The writers group I go to at the library is quite
entertaining. The writing is mostly short novels. Some of the editors are English teachers; others
are beginners or practicing English. It’s informal and we go out for a beer afterwards.

I’m sending you a few pages of Jan Wong’s biography. It would appear that the
Quebecois did not support the half-breeds, now Metis, but rather followed the English in their
class system. Some Chinese also looked down on Canadian women who associated with their
countrymen. I don’t think that prostitutes generally exploited the Chinese—they would have
ostracized themselves.

I made a mistake when I told you my worst experience was when 1 was ostracized.
Suicide is an escape--1 got the pills from a doctor beforehand. The worst trauma was when I
escaped and went to my mother’s hoLse. I thought I might escape from my tormentor. I cried and
begged my mother to help me. She said I had to go back, she would tell the doctor not to hurt me
anymore. I cried all the way back to the hospital. At the hospital T was put in a wheelchair and
whezled into the basement. Icontinued to be upset and talked quickly to the nurse who sat
beside me. Isaid , “They’re cutting me”...I was given two tiny white pills and went to sleep. My
mother’s letter was among my Mercer records. A letter to Dr. Guest stated, “Velma is not to go
on tae table again without anaesthetic.”

I presume you are back at work. All the best!
Sincerely,

Vit
Yedoni
Velma Demerson
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